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ORDINANCE NO. 97-R0& f

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE TOWNSHIP OF
CENTRE, BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA TO ENTER INTO
AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF BERKS AND
OTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS WITHIN THE COUNTY OF
BERKS TO PROVIDE RECIPROCAL EMERGENCY
ASSISTANCE BY AND BETWEEN THE PARTIES TO THAT
AGREEMENT.

WHEREAS, the Township of Centre, Berks County, Pennsylvania (“Centre””) is a “political
subdivision,” as defined in the act of November 26, 1978, No. 323, P.L. 1332,35Pa. C.S.A. §7101
et seq., as amended, known as the Emergency Management Services Code (the “Code™); and

WHEREAS, under the terms of the Code, a political subdivision, by the act ofits governing
body, is directed and authorized to develop an emergency management organization in accordance
with the plan and program of the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (“PEMA™); and

WHEREAS, Section 7504 of the Code directs counties and political subdivisions to develop
mutual aid agreements with other political subdivisions for reciprocal emergency assistance; and

WHEREAS, Centre desires to enter into a Countywide Mutual Aid Agreement (the
“Agreement”) pursuant to the Code with the County of Berks, various political subdivisions within
the County of Berks; and private entities Jocated within the County of Berks.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors
of the Township of Centre, Berks County, Pennsylvania, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by
the authority of the same as follows:

1. Scope. Centre is hereby authorized to enter into the Agreement with the County of
Berks, various political subdivisions within the county of Berks, and private entities located within
the county of Berks, to provide for reciprocal emergency assistance. A irue and correct copy of the
Agreement is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by reference.

2. Purpose. Centre shall provide and receive reciprocal emergency assistance as
specified in the Agreement as required by the Code.

&l Term. The term of the Agreement will continue in force and remain binding upon
Centre until Centre takes action to withdraw therefrom. Centre may withdraw upon ninety (90)
days’ written notice to each of the parties to the Agreement.
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4, Severability. If any sentence, clause, section or part of this Ordinance is for any
reason found to be illegal, invalid or wunconstitutional, such illegality, invalidity or
unconstitutionality shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses,
sections or parts of this Ordinance. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the Board of Supervisors
of Centre Township that this Ordinance would have been adopted had such illegal, invalid or
unconstitutional sentence, clause, section or part thereof not been included therein.

51 Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective five (5) days following the
date of adoption.
DULY ENACTED AND ORDAINED this (3 day of Au%m 4 , 2001.
TOWNSHIP OF CENTRE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Rt%:epp, Cha.mnan 7

Larry C. fo}[nerﬁyf VICC Chairman

(Wawy, 3£ 2.2

Clair Miller

e — -

Attest: ’—<] 0[” ,(’;Q r—\H/"\ —

Secretary
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EXHIBIT A

COUNTY-WIDE MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT
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COUNTY-WIDE MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT

AGREEMENT NO. _ 93-300 |

This AGREEMENT is made this % _day of AA%&J_ 2001, pursuant to the

provisions of the Act of November 26, 1978; No. 323, P.L. 1332, 35 Pa: C.5.A. §7101 et
" seq., as amended, known aslthe Emergency Management Sérvicss Code (the *Code”), by
and between the following political subdivisions: the COUNTY OF BERKS (the “County”)
and all other municipalities and private entities designated in the‘signatory section of the

: Agreement (Attachment 1).

WHEREAS, Section 7501 of the Code directs and éuthorizes each political
subdivision to develop an emergency management organization in -accordance. with the
plan and program of the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency; and

WHEREAS, Section 7504 of the Code directs county and local coordinators of
emergency management to develop n;utual aid agreements with adjacent political
subdivisions for reciprocal emergency assistance; a_nd |

WHEREAS, the Cdunty and the below named municipalities and private entities
located within the County desire to enter into thls County-Wide Mutual Aid Agreement

pursuant to the above cited séctions of the Code; and

County-Wide Mutual Aid Agreement4/17/01
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WHEREAS, by adoption of an ordinance, if necessary, and mutual execution of this
Agreement, the County, municipélities ar;d private entities desire and intend to formalize
the agreements and arrangements relative to reciprocal emergency assistance by and
between said parties. |

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained herein, the
County, municipalities and private entities signing below mutually agree as follows:

1. When used in this Agreément, the térm “n"l‘uni'c:ipalit.y" shall mean any city,
borough, township or incorporated town, Tﬁe term “private entity(ies)” shall inoludé but not

_. bé limited to: priyately operated fire organizations, ambulance service, fire, police, and
rescue companies independent of any municipality.

2. The County, each signatory municipality or private entity agrees to furnish
emergency services to any other signatory municipality, private entity or the County upon
request of such other municipality, private entity or the County through the direction of the
County Emergency Management Agency, or ot_her organization exercising coordination
responsibilities pursuant to the Code. The emergency services may involve the
preparation for and the carrying out of functions, other than functions for which military
forces are primarily responsible, to prevent, minimize and provide emergency repair of
injury and damage resulting from disaster, together with all other activities necessary or

incidental to the preparation for the carrying out of these functions. The functions include

without limitation, fire fighting services, police services, medical and health services,

County-Wide Mutua! Ald Agreementd/17/01
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rescue, engineering, disaster warning services, communications, raﬁiological shelter,
chemical and other special weapons defense, evacuation of persons from stricken areas,
emergency welfare services, emergency transportation, emergency resource }nanagement,
existi;wg or propetrly assigned fpnctions of plént-protection. temporary restoration of public
utility services and other functions related to civilian protection.
| 3. - Each municipality authorizes the provision of emergency services by
emergency sefvices personnel of other rriunicipalities, if and when the municipality or such
.sen/ices are provided pursuant to the exercise of emérg'éncy managefnent coordination
responsibilities of the County or other organization.
4, In addition to the emergency services outlined in Paragraph 2, this
::-:fs:fft:t:ar'-:'Agre‘ément shall apply to the following' circumstances and/or situations:

(@)  The dispatch of emergency services equipment and/or personnel by
one or more municipalities in response to the occurrence or threat of a man-made, natural
or warl-caUSed diséster; |

(b)  Thedistribution of materials, supplies, equipment and other forms of
aid by and between municipalit_ies;

(¢)  The staffing and equipping of an emergency operations center
responsible for coordinating the emergency response activities of one or fore

municipalities affected by an actual or imminent natural disaster emergency;

County-Wide Mutual Ald Agreement4/17/01
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(d) The dxspatch of emergency service equipment, material and/or
personnel by one or more mumcnpalmes in response to a deolaratlon of local disaster
emergency declared by one or more mur:icipalities; |

| ()  Response toincidents (actual or imminent) which endanger the health,
safety or welfare of the public which require the use of special equipment, trained
personnel or personnel in larger numbers than are Iocally available in order to reducé,
counteract or remove the danger caused by the incident;

(f_) Participation in exercises, drills or other training activities designed to
train personnel to prepare for, cope with or prevent the occurrence of ahy disaster

: emergency.

. 6. Itis mufually understood and agreed that the provision énd direction of
disaster emergency managfament services ié the responsibility of the lowest level of
government affected. When two or more municipalities within the County ére affected, the
County Emergency Management Agency shall exercise responsibility for coordination and
support to the area of operations.

6. Any requests for aid hereunder shall state the amount and type of equipment
or personnel requested, but the actual amount and type of equipment and number of
personnel to be furnished shall be determined by the responding municipality or private
entity or County, '.l'h'e r.eéponding municipality, private entity or County as the case may be
shall dispatch all equipment a“md personnel and may, at its discretion, terminate or recall

emergency services furnished by it. No municipality, private entity or the County shall be

County-Wlide Mutual Aid Agreement4/17/01
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held liable to another municipality, private eﬁtity or the County as the case may be for
failure to supply assistance at the request of another municipality, private entity or the
County responsible for coordination of en;ergency management services.

| 7. Personnel of the responding municipality or private entity shall report to the
officer in charge of the requesting municipality or his designee at the location to which the
equipment ot personnel are. diépatched, but such equipmént or personnel shall remain
under the operational control of the municipality or private e'n'ti-tyl furnishing the emergency
services.

8..  No municipality, private entity or the County as the case may be shall be
required to pay any charge‘or compensation to any other municipality, private entity and
the County for services rendered hereunder. Each municipality, private entity or the
County remains liable for the salaries of ‘rts-personnei in the same manner as if thé
r;ersonnel were assigned to duty in the home municipality, private entity or County, even
thouéh said personnel are responding to an emergency in another muﬁicipality or private
entity.

9. The County and each municipality or private entity shall maintain workmen's
compensation insurance to cover emergency service personnel employed by the County,
municipality or private entity. If injury or loss occurs under any circumstances to any
emergency services employee, then the home municipality or jurisdiction or private entity
that employs the emergency :s.ervices employee shall be solely liable for payments of all

workmen's compensation claims arising from said injury or loss, Each municipality or

County-Wide Mutual Ald Agreement4/17/01
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private entity hereby ‘warrants in writing to the others that it has cbnferred with its
workmen's compensation insurance carrier and that the provision in this Agreement is
lawful and in accordance thh the insurance pohmes for workmen's compensation now held
by the respective munlCIpallty or pravate entity.

10. . The County and each municipality and private entity shall maintain adequate
general and public.liability insurancé policies which cover the emergency service activities
of the County or municipality or private entity when acting pursuant to the terms of this
Agreement. |

11.  No munic,ipality or private entity shall present any claim of any nature against

_any other municipality or private entity for compensation for any loss, damage; or personal
injury or death occurring in consequence of the performance of the services called for in
this Agreement.

12, This Agreement shall become effective for eéch municipality or private entity
participah_‘ng herein upon the adoption of an ordinance by the municipality or private entity
providing for the entry into this Agreement or in the case of a private entity by execution of
this Agreement. This Agreement shall continue in foree and remain binding upon each
municipality or private entity until the governing body of such municipality or private entity
shall take action to withdraw therefrom. Any municipality or pnvate entity that is party to

this Agreement may wnthdraw upon 90 days written notice to each of the other parties.

County-Wide Mutusl Aid Agreement4/17/01
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Upon such event, however, this Agreemeynt shal_l continue to exist arhong the remaining’
pa“rties'. | ,

| IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the County of Berks and the undersigned municipalities

and private entities, by their respective govérniﬁg bodies, as set forth on the pages of

| Attachment |, have duly executed this County-Wide Mutual Aid Agreement for Emergency

Services on the respective dates listed on Attachment 1.

COUNTY OF BERKS

Timothy Anfhony Reiver, Chairman

ATTEST:

~ Mark C. Scott, Commissioner
Christopher M. Brumbach Judith L. Schwank, Commissionar
Chief Clerk
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